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GOOD BYE

One wrong step : Millions of lives on the Line

Dr. R.V. Asokan
Hony Secretary General, IMA

Dear Dr,

The poignant moment of the movement is here and now. The struggle for the identity 

and existence of modern medicine profession is not confined to the perimeters of the 

fraternity.  Regressive policies Clock will set back on the Health of our people.

beget Regressive Health parameters. Unfortunately these are not mere numbers. 

Millions of lives are tagged to these numbers. To set the clock back will also mean the 

achievements on sustainable development goals will slip. One wrong step of the Government in the 

form of mixopathy will mean huge leap backward for the entire humanity.

Dear Friends,

It just looks like yesterday I took over as the National Presidents of IMA during 
NATCON in Kolkata, with the blessings and benevolence of our leader Dr. Ketan Desai 
Sir, who led from the front in guiding us in all the issues.  Though, this message at the 
year-end is customary to thank everybody I started my term with great enthusiasm but 

suddenly Covid stuck the world.

During the post lock down period, the concept of weekly virtual online meetings was started. These 
meetings connected us well despite the lockdown and distance and we were able to find our way 
forward.

At the outset I pay my homage to our 730 colleagues who died due to covid and our esteemed leader 
Dr. P. Gangadhar Rao, Past National Vice-President, IMA who started National Covid Registry will 
always be alive in our hearts.

As I demit the office and pass on the baton to the new team, led by Dr. J.A. Jayalal  and Dr. Jayesh 
Lele followed by Dr. S.N.P. Singh. I sincerely thank all Past National Presidents, Team of Office-
bearers, I do not have words to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to Honorary Secretary 
General, IMA  Dr. R.V. Asokan my elder brother. We worked together as a team and I am glad that 
during the covid period we took up so many issues which all were for the betterment of the fraternity.

Realizing, the miseries of our colleagues who have left behind financially challenged families, we 
came out with the Covid Martyrs Fund and gave 8 families Rs.10 lacs each as a humble contribution 
to those families, a beginning has been made.

I always cherish these memories for times to come

Last but not the least, I thankfully acknowledge the dedicated services and support rendered by the 
entire staff of IMA putting aside all covid fears to make us achieve what we could. 

I wish you very happy and prosperous New Year! 

Long Live IMA!

Jai Hind!! Dr. Rajan Sharma
National President, IMA
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DOCUMENTING ANTI ASSOCIATION ACTIVITY:

                        The following e mail purported to be written by one Dr B Rama Rao from 

KAKKINADA has been sent to many members. The content of the mail are contrary to facts. 

1. The expenditure on the building is spread over two years. 

2. The building was in a bad shape. Concrete material from the roof had started falling in some 

places. Many aspects of the building including the compound wall, terrace, electrical 

installations, generators etc required thorough overhaul. The sewerage was non existent. There 

were structural challenges as well. These facts have been documented in all meetings including 

the CWC and Central Council. 

3. Proper mandate to proceed with all repairs and renovations from the building and finance 

committees as well as their approval from CWC and Central Council are there in 2019 and 

2020.

4. Due process has been followed within the limitations of force majure imposed by the Covid 

pandemic.  

5. A third party audit of the expenses was performed and the report is part of the agenda papers of 

CWC and Central Council. 

6. Finance committee meeting was conducted this year on 13.10.2020

7. Loan from internal funds of the association, which is the standard practice for several years 

without liquidating any corpus fund or resorting to external bank loans has been utilised to 

perform the much needed repairs and renovations. 

8. Accordingly value addition to the fixed assets have been created. 

9. The above said mail has been circulated amongst members with malafide intention of creating 

confusion, conflict and hatred amongst the members of the association by spreading false 

information. 

10. There exists no such member in the membership register of IMA. Another member with a name 

partially similar has denied any knowledge. He is neither a central council member nor a CWC 

member. 

                   As such the above mail circulated in the name of a nonexistent member with malafide 

intention of creating confusion, conflict and hatred amongst members of the association with false 

information is documented here as anti association activity. The same is taken into cognition and 

be proceeded accordingly.  

Dr R V Asokan 

Honorary Secretary General, IMA
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To             25.11.2020 

Dr. Suresh Chandra Sharma 

Chairman, 

National Medical Commission. 

Dear Dr. Sharma, Long ago, on the basis of their experience, the wise people in the society had come to the conclusion 
that िजसका काम उसी को साजे, और करे तो डंडा बाजे meaning thereby that the work suits only in the hands of the one skilled 
to do it. The wise people have also stated that the society not only suffers badly, gets prejudiced when this profound 
principle is violated, it also becomes a subject matter of जग हसाई i.e. it becomes a laughing stock. 

Something exactly the same has been carried out by the Central Council of Indian Medicine (CCIM). It has recently, by a 
notification dated 19.11.2020, amended its regulations introducing / permitting certain courses of surgery [ being an 
exclusive integral part of modern medicine under the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 ] such as MS (Shalya Tantra) as 
General Surgery and MS (Shalakya Tantra) as (ENT, Ophthalmology) to persons holding Ayurveda qualifications and 
without having the most essential qualifications of modern medicine without which nowhere in the world, undertaking of 
surgeries are permitted by those who do not possess the requisite qualifications. 

The amendment notification dated 19.11.2020 has not even spared and has included the field and discipline of Oro-
Dentistry for permitting such surgeries as well to those who do not hold any requisite qualification for that purpose. They 
have also prescribed several procedures of Modern surgery as their own. It is extremely shocking for any registered 
medical practitioner holding recognized and valid modern medicine qualifications in observing that such catastrophic 
decisions are being taken right under the nose and the vigilant eyes of the National Medical Commission (NMC) - who is 
the watchdog for not permitting any such illegal and ill-advised adventure and is in a state of inertia. 

It is pertinent to point out that CCIM existed during the days of the erstwhile Medical Council of India as well. They had 
never dared to do such a thing. Not only did they amend their Regulations to undertake this harakiri, they had the 
audacity to argue all modern developments have universal ownership. What is in a name? This is their poser after 
plagiarising a long list of modern surgery. AYUSH students will hereafter be entitled to learn modern surgery 
euphemistically called Salya Thanthra alias General Surgery. AYUSH graduates will be entitled to independently practise 
surgery. The remarkable silence of NMC, to say the least, is mind-boggling and is entirely inexplicable. NMC is 
demonstrating its self-inflicted helplessness as an upside-down sea turtle being dissected ventrally.

You, Sir - being a veteran eminent Professor of ENT [Retd. from AIIMS] who spent a significant part of his life practising 
the very same surgical discipline, would perhaps be the best person to understand and gauge the mood of your 
fraternity, colleagues / peers at the institutions where you worked in the ENT and other Departments of medicine. Had it 
not been done by a Government statutory body it would have been booked under IPC. Nothing less. What is astonishing 
is the absolute silence and inaction from your goodself as a person and as an institution. Sir, may we point out that the 
august office you occupy is out of the blood and sweat of Modern Medicine doctors. A lesser person would have been 
uncomfortable in this awkward moment. 

Medicine had always been a calling. It has always been a passion. Now we understand part of it could be for sale or 
trade off. Now we understand it bequeaths blood money as well. The institution of MCI stood tall fighting for the 
profession never lowering the head before the mighty and the powerful. Thousands of Indian Doctors trained and 
baptised by MCI populate several National Health services bringing soft power to India. India remains a global 
destination for medical care thanks to the professionals and peers of medicine in the MCI and when majority of them 
were elected by the fraternity and had no subjugation of the Government in power. On the contrary, NMC in its virgin 
year of existence has betrayed the trust of generations of doctors. Medicine is an independent profession asserting its 
autonomy. It cannot be led by His Master's voice. 

Redeeming the modern medical profession out of the dark clouds of today shall remain our priority. Even at this late hour 
if NMC could stand up for the long-standing values of the profession of medicine, the situation could still be saved. We 
retain our hope that a veteran professional of repute in the field of medicine, like you, would soon find your moorings to 
stand up to bullying by poachers and redeem your honour and esteem in the profession and that of the entire fraternity. 

Thanking you, 

Yours sincerely,  

IMA TO NMC

Dr. Rajan Sharma
National President, IMA

Dr. R V Asokan
Honorary Secretary General, IMA
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02.12.2020 

New Delhi 

To, 

Dr. Suresh Chandra Sharma 

Chairman, 

National Medical Commission 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Govt. of India on the recommendations of Board of 
Governors of Central Council for Indian Medicine have issued a Gazette Notification dated 19th 
November, 2020 as an amendment to the Postgraduate Regulations notified earlier. 

By the said notification the Postgraduate Courses namely MS Shalya Tantra, in the nomenclature 
thereto the words (General Surgery) have been incorporated along with the nomenclature. For the 
said course the competencies have been prescribed which amongst other things entails certain 
competencies which squarely fall under the ambit, authority and jurisdiction of modern medicine. 
The said competencies falling under the ambit of modern medicine have been prescribed by the 
then Medical Council of India as the competencies ascribable to the postgraduate course titled MS 
(General Surgery). Likewise, in the said Notification the MS (Shalya Trantra), the ambit of the 
coverage of subjects thereunder have been purported in the notification cumulatively bracketing 
them as (Diseases of Eye, Ear, Nose, Throat, Head, Oro-dentistry). 

Even the competencies which have been catalogued in the Notification, there are competencies 
which squarely fall under the ambit of modern medicine specially with reference to those 
incorporated for postgraduate speciality courses in MS (ENT) and MS (Ophth). 

It is submitted that, the settled legal position by a series of judgments of the Hon'ble Supreme court of 
India makes it clear that, the different legally recognized Medical Councils, namely the Indian 
Medical Council under the Indian Medical Council Act 1956, now replaced by the National Medical 
Commission Act 2019, the Indian system of medicine covered by the Indian Medicine Central 
Council Act 1970, the Homeopathic system of Medicine covered by the Homeopathy Central 
Council Act 1974 are separate councils for the respective different systems of medicines, covered by 
the said respective different statutes. It is also held in these judgments that, the Councils for the 
respective different systems of medicines cannot be permitted to override or intrude into the other 
either in the practice of medicine or in the medical education amendment notification dated 
19.11.2020 has not even spared and has included the field and discipline of Oro-Dentistry for 
permitting such surgeries as well to those who do not hold any requisite qualification for that 
purpose. They have also prescribed several procedures of Modern surgery as their own. It is 
extremely shocking for any registered medical practitioner holding recognized and valid modern 
medicine qualifications in observing that such catastrophic decisions are being taken transgressing 
the purview of National Medical Commission (NMC) - who is the watchdog for not permitting any 
such illegal and ill-advised adventure.

AYUSH students will hereafter be entitled to learn modern surgery euphemistically called Salya 
Thanthra alias General Surgery. AYUSH graduates will be entitled to independently practise surgery. 

It is also well settled in law and by precedents pronounced by the Supreme Court and various High 
Court that, medical councils recognized by the law, namely the Indian Medical Council now 
replaced by the National Medical Commission, the Central Council of Indian Medicine and the 
Homeopathic Central Council, cannot issue notifications, circulars or guidelines beyond the 
purview of the respective medicines as defined under the respective acts. 

Central Council of Indian Medicines has no authority to prescribe training or practice of surgery in 
any form of modern medical practice unilaterally and suo motu in their syllabus, curriculum and 
regulations without consulting with National medical commission. Training in surgical procedures is 
imparted to the students of modern medicine as a continuation and culmination of their course-long 
study on modern medicine, anatomy and pharmacology, physiology, and many other subjects 
based on scientifically proved principles of modern medicine. Traditional knowledge can be 
accepted only after scientific validation. More over surgical procedures require administration of 
anesthesia, antibiotics and many other medications. There should be appropriate knowledge in 
management of complications. It will be hazardous to public health and safety, and for any Modern 

IMA TO NMC
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Medicine doctor to indulge in such a name-sake training would be unethical as violative of the rules 
of ethics of modern medicine prescribed by the Medical Council of India. 

For the aforesaid reasons, it can be reasonably suspected that, the Notification referred above is 
issued only for permitting the procedures of modern medicine under the Indian Medical Council Act 
1956 now replaced by the National Medical Commission Act 2019, to be applied to the patients 
under the name of Ayurvedic procedures and medicines, against the provisions of law and the 
precedents laid down by the Supreme Court of India and the various High Courts of India. 

Therefore, it is submitted that, the amendment referred above to the Indian Medicine Central 
Council (Post Graduate Ayurveda Education) Regulations 2016 made by the Central Council of 
Indian Medicine in exercise of the powers conferred by clause(i), (j) and (k) of sub section(1) of 
section 36 of the Indian Medicine Central Council Act 1970 (48 of 1970) (Post Graduate Ayurveda 
Education) Regulations 2016 vide Notification of the Central Council of Indian Medicine bearing 
No: F.No:4-90/2018-P.G. Regulation Ayurveda dated 19th November 2020 published in the Extra 
ordinary Gazette of India part 3 section 4 dated 20.11.2020, be annulled. 

IMA expects NMC to fulfill its legitimate duty to defend its jurisdiction and authority. These 
expectations are reflected from the entire medical fraternity of the nation. We also demand of NMC 
to articulate its views with clarity in public and take a stand on the well settled legal position. IMA is of 
the opinion that to pacify the anger and frustration amongst the modern medicine doctors and the 
student community as well as to strengthen the hands of NMC in INDIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
(HQs.) (Registered under the Societies Act XXI of 1860) Mutually Affiliated with the British & Nepal 
Medical Associations I.M.A. House, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi-110 002 Telephones: +91-11-
2337 0009 (10 lines), 23378680 / +91-9999116375, 9999116376, Fax: +91-11-23379470 
Website: www.ima-india.org ; Email: hsg@ima-india.org National President Dr. Rajan Sharma (M): 
9812054730 Email: rajanhospital@gmail.com Immediate Past National President Dr. Santanu Sen 
(M): 9830144496 Email: shantanu_sen2007@yahoo.com Honorary Secretary General Dr. R. V. 
Asokan (M): 9847061563 Email: rvasokan@gmail.com Honorary Finance Secretary Dr. Ramesh 
Kumar Datta (M): 9811086688 Email: dr_dattaramesh@yahoo.com 

Protect the Single and Couple Doctor Setups All communications intended for headquarters office 
should be addressed to the Honorary Secretary General 

its view point to the Central Government a meeting of NMC (both nominated and elected members) 
and its Advisory council be convened at once so that a broad consensus of the eminent persons of 
the medical community across the country is arrived at. 

As you are aware a student of modern medicine goes through a grilling process of NEET to get into a 
PG Course of MS. When he/she comes out as a surgeon he/she is subjected to the oversight of code 
of medical ethics as well as the legal liability of Consumer Protection Act. 

If this development goes unchallenged a day will come when modern medicine medical colleges will 
be deserted for an easier access through the colleges of Ayurveda. That will mark the end of the Era 
of Modern Medicine the legacy of which will be inherited by the NMC. 

We appeal to you to take appropriate urgent steps to mitigate the situation. 

Thanking you  

Dr. Rajan Sharma
National President, IMA

Dr. R V Asokan
Honorary Secretary General, IMA
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To               03 12 2020 

Dr. Suresh Chandra Sharma          New Delhi 

Chairman, 

National Medical Commission 

New Delhi. 

Dear Sir, We appreciate the quality time provided for discussing the current situation of the profession. Your candid 
remarks that NMC was not consulted before the amendment of CCIM on PG In Ayurveda surgery and that NMC has 
legal limitations in responding are a matter of record. However, IMA would want to put forward the viewpoint that there 
is a constitutional obligation and duty entailed on the National Medical Commission to put forward its legitimate opinion 
in appropriate forums as well as to the public and the fraternity. As a matter of fact, the profession is looking for clues 
regarding the stance of the Commission. 

IMA again reiterates that an emergency meeting of the full commission and the Advisory Council should be called for. 
This could provide valuable input and perspectives from eminent persons of the profession from across the country. As a 
matter of fact, this could provide clues to defuse the crisis in a way acceptable to the doctors and students of modern 
medicine. The credibility of the voice of NMC will only be strengthened by adopting the correct route of official 
consultations and consensus approach by the Chairman. The burden of responsibility would be equally shared between 
all the members. In the absence of a minuted official meeting the posterity is likely to judge NMC to have slipped into 
arbitrariness. History could be harsh on all of us who remain stakeholders to the crisis. Future generations of doctors 
beholden us for their destiny. 

On the other hand an uniform opinion of the Commission and the Council will stand as a beacon in these dark hours. It 
would send right advice and message to the Government. The Government deserves unadulterated opinion of the 
Commission in determining the fate of the profession. To that extent calling for the meeting of the Commission and the 
Council is a national duty bounden on the Chairman. This would also help to pacify the agitated doctors and students as 
well as help the Government also to find a way out of the current difficult situation. IMA once again exhorts and demands 
that an emergency meeting of the Commission and the Council be convened and the emerging crisis defused. 

We are constrained to draw your attention to the public statement made by the Chairman Board of Governors of Central 
Council for Indian Medicine which has appeared in a section of media to the effect that 95% of Intensive care units of 
modern medicine hospitals are manned by the graduates of the Ayurvedic Medicine. This statement made by a 
responsible functionary of the Government of India is not only misleading but is palpably false and frivolous as well. 

In this connection we would like to place on record that Medical Council of India earlier ever since its inception and now 
National Medical Commission in terms of the powers, authority and jurisdiction vested statutorily with them have been 
carrying out inspections of various medical colleges and the teaching hospitals there at for the purposes of starting of a 
new medical college, renewal, recognition thereto and periodic renewal of recognition. The same process of inspection 
is required to be caused for starting of a postgraduate course and renewal of recognition thereto including the 
augmentation of the intake capacity towards the same. 

The inspection records and decisions thereon are there with the Medical Council of India and now National Medical 
Commission by rechristened name. The said records will bear out that till date in all these inspections not even a single 
graduate or postgraduate with Ayurvedic or Homeopathic qualification has been permitted to function in any of the 
ICU's. Leave aside ICU's such a personnel is barred by law which is upheld by the regulatory body for medical education 
in any Department in its entire entourage. The said records are in the custody of the National Medical Commission, 
which bring out the falsehood of the statement that has been publicly made with unpardonable audacity by the 
Chairman Board of Governors of the CCIM without having the respect to the said records which are voluminously 
speaking. It is for this reason your goodself as the Chairman of the NMC and being a custodian of the said records needs 
to publicly clarify the said position in the interest of setting the record straight and bringing out the factual position to the 
knowledge and notice of people at large so that there is no scope left for any gullibility of any type. 

We also deem it necessary to bring to your knowledge and notice that National Board of Examination as a statutory 
created authority for Postgraduate Medical Education in country in non-teaching hospitals also has similar rules in 
operation and their records also go to testimonies the same and thereby bring the utter falsehood of the statement made 
by the President Board of Governors of CCIM. As Chairman of the National Medical Commission you are Ex-officio 
member of the National Board of Examinations and therefore, I request you to urge him as well to make a similar 
statement on behalf of the National Board of Examinations to bring the factual, real, correct and appropriate position to 
the knowledge of all concerned in the interest of medical profession, professionals and institutions alike. 

We are sure taking into consideration the gravity of the situation diligent and urgent steps from your side as the 
Chairman of National Medical Commission would clear the air and bring clarity to the situation. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Rajan Sharma
National President, IMA

Dr. R V Asokan
Honorary Secretary General, IMA
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07.12.2020, 

New Delhi 

To 

Dr Suresh Chandra Sharma 

Chairman 

National Medical Commission 

New Delhi 

Dear Sir, 

We understand that Dental Council of India has taken a stand that the notification by CCIM regarding Ayurvedic 

Postgraduate surgery so far as the dental procedures are concerned is not in conformity with DCI Act. The same has been 

circulated amongst DCI members so as to advise the Government accordingly. DCI has also decided to write to Ayush 

Ministry to align their notification in conformity with the DCI Act. We appreciate the correct and timely stand taken by DCI 

in the interest of Dentist fraternity under the same limitations of being a statutory body. 

IMA has written to you more than once on behalf of the medical fraternity and met you as well to call for a meeting of 

NMC and its advisory council. It remains important to seek the views of the esteemed members of NMC and the advisory 

council to place on record and to advise the Government of the non conformity of the said notification with NMC Act. 

NMC is perfectly within its jurisdiction to take the legally tenable stand and write to the Ayush Ministry asking for 

conformity with NMC Act. 

Defending the jurisdiction and authority of Modern Medicine is important to defend the practice of all modern medicine 

doctors and the study of our students. By not responding to the notification even in this minimal way NMC is forfeiting its 

right as the statutory body of modern medicine. It is also failing in its constitutional duty or even the reason to exist. It will 

not be surprising if the Government in its wisdom decides in few years to repeal NMC Act to form a single council 

blurring the lines of identity and mix all systems into one. The importance of reacting now need not be overemphasised. 

We again warn NMC that the judgement by posterity on its failure will become its legacy. A body created to define 

modern medicine and its education failing in its ordained national duty letting down the fraternity and its students cannot 

justify its stoics silence and impermissible inaction.

We once again put it upto you to break this inertia and assert your authority and jurisdiction by calling the meeting of 

members of NMC and writing to the Government and the Ayush Ministry regarding views/consensus emerged during 

the discussion which in all probabilities shall be the non conformity of the said notification and if so recommend 

remedial measures. 

We carry the trust and the mandate of the fraternity and the students to reiterate these views. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr. Rajan Sharma
National President, IMA

Dr. R V Asokan
Honorary Secretary General, IMA

IMA TO NMC
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WE STOOD UP FOR INDIA
LOST 700 DOCTORS
TO COVID.

YOUR TURN NOW
TO SAVE MODERN MEDICINE
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INDIA SAYS NO TO 
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